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 Article 2: Definitions 

  
 

Section 201. Rules Applying to the Definitions 

 

For the purposes of this Ordinance, certain rules of construction apply to the text as follows: 

 

A. The particular shall control the general. 

 

B. In the case of any difference of meaning and implication between the text of this 

Ordinance and any caption, preamble or illustration, the text shall control. 

 

C. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not discretionary.  The word "may" is 

permissive. 

 

D. Words used in the present tense shall include the future; and words used in the singular 

number shall include the plural, and the plural shall include the singular, unless the 

context clearly indicates the contrary. 

 

E. The word "lot" includes the words "plot," "tract," or "parcel." 

 

F. A "building" or "structure" includes any part thereof. 

 

G. A "dwelling" includes the word "residence." 

 

H. The phrase, "used for" may include "arranged for," "designed for," "intended for," 

"maintained for," or "occupied for." 

 

I. The word "person" includes an individual, a corporation, a partnership, and an 

incorporated association, or any other similar entity. 

 

J. Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, where regulation involves two or more 

items, conditions, provisions, or events connected by the conjunctions, "and," "or," 

"either...or," the conjunction shall be interpreted as follows: 

 

1. "and" indicates that all the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall 

apply. 

 

2. "or" indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events may apply 

singly or in combination. 

 

3. "either...or" indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall 

apply singly but not in combination. 

 

K. Any word or term not herein defined shall be used with a the meaning and definition as 

contained in the Official Alabaster Township Dictionary (Webster’s New World 
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Dictionary, Third College Edition, Copyright 1988 By Simon & Schuster Inc.) located in 

the Alabaster Township Hall and the same shall be available for public review during 

regular Township business hours. 

 

 

Section 202.  Definitions 

 

Accessory Structure:  An accessory structure isa building or other structure that is clearly 

incidental to, customarily found in connection with, and located on the same lot as the 

principal structure to which it is related.  In the case of a residential building, an accessory 

structure is not intended for occupation or habitation, and in the case of the high-risk erosion 

area, it shall be constructed to be readily moveable. 

 

Accessory Lot:  A lot that is owned by the same party/parties as own a principal lot, but is a 

separate legal description or is a part of the same description but is separated by a public 

right-of-way, and has uses that are normally accessory to the land use on the principal lot. 

 

Adult Business/Entertainment:  Any commercial activity, whether conducted intermittently or 

full time, that involves one or more of the following; 

 

A. Adult Book Store. An establishment having as a portion of its stock-in-trade books, 

magazines or other periodicals, video tapes, photographs or motion picture films that are 

distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing or 

relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” or an 

establishment with a segment or section devoted to the sale or display of such material. 

 

B. Adult Mini Motion Picture Theater.  An enclosed building with the capacity for less 

than fifty (50) persons used for the presenting material distinguished or characterized by 

an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to “specific sexual activities”  or 

“specific anatomical areas” for observation by patrons therein. 

 

C. Adult Motion Picture Theater. An establishment, whether in a completely enclosed 

building or not, with the capacity of fifty (50) or more persons used for presenting 

material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or 

relating to “specified sexual activities” or specific anatomical areas” for observation by 

the patrons therein. 

 

D. Massage Parlors. See definition. 

 

E. Spas. See definition. 

 

Adult-Related Business: Any activity described in any of the above paragraphs commencing 

with “Adult Business/Entertainment,” and any other business having an employee or 

entertainer, in person or by motion picture, television, video tape, hologram, magazine or 

other type of image displaying any “specified anatomical areas” or engaging in any 

“specified sexual activity”. 
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Adjacent Lot:  The parcel or parcels of land sharing a common boundary. 

 

Agriculture:  See definition of Farm. 

   

Airport:  A place where aircraft can land and takeoff, including attendant facilities for handling 

aircraft, cargo and passengers.  For the purpose of these zoning regulations, an airport shall 

include both general aviation airports open to the public and to private landing strips. 

 

Alterations:  Any change, addition, or modification to a structure or type of occupancy, any 

change in the structural members of a building, such as walls, or partitions, columns, beams, 

or girders, the consummated act of which may be referred to herein as "altered" or 

"reconstructed." 

 

Amusement Park:  A tract of land or area used as a permanent location for multiple carnival-

amusement rides, entertainment, games of skill or chance and/or permanent shows and 

displays.  These may or may not include sale of food on the premises. 

 

Animals:  See definitions of Pets, Exotic Animals and Farm Animals. 

 

Animation (as used in signs): Includes any wind or motor driven moving parts or spinning 

fixtures, and/or blinking, flashing, or sequential light programs of any kind. 

 

Apartments:  A residential structure containing three (3) or more single-family dwellings.  Also 

see definitions of Dwelling Unit and Dwelling Types. 

 

Appeal:  A request to a recognized authority for proof or decision.  To have a case heard before 

the Zoning Board of Appeals, a higher court or a judge. 

 

Architectural Features:  External architectural features include cornices, eaves, gutters, belt 

courses, sills, lintels, bay windows, chimneys and decorative ornament. 

 

Auto Repair Garage:  A place where auto body repair, engine rebuilding, or repair, 

undercoating, painting, tire-capping, upholstery work, or auto glass replacement is conducted 

for profit and where more than two customer vehicles are stored in the open on the property. 

 

Auto Service Station:  A building or structure designed or used for the retail sale of pre-

packaged food and drinks and other convenience store items and/or supply of fuels (stored 

only in conformance with state and federal regulations), lubricants, air, water and other 

operating commodities for motor vehicles, aircraft or boats, and including the customary 

space and facilities for the installation of such commodities on or in such vehicles, and 

including space for facilities for the storage, minor repair, or servicing of vehicles, but not 

including bumping, painting, refinishing, major repairs and overhauling, steam cleaning, 

rust-proofing, where the primary use of the premise is such. 
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Auto-Wash Establishment:  A building, or portion thereof, the primary purposes of which is 

that of washing motor vehicles, whether by the owner or driver, attendants or mechanical 

devices. 

 

 

Barn:  A building, usually a large accessory structure, for the storage of farm products, feed, 

farm equipment or the housing of animals. 

 

Base Flood:  See Flood, Base. 

 

Basement:  Is that portion of a building that is partly, or wholly, below grade, but so located that 

the vertical distance from average grade to the floor is greater than the vertical distance from 

the average grade to the ceiling.  If the vertical distance from grade to the ceiling is over five 

(5) feet, such floor shall be deemed a first-story rather than a basement. 

 

Bed and Breakfast Inn:  Any dwelling used or designed in such manner that certain rooms, in 

excess of those used by the permanent occupants, and occupied as a dwelling unit by those 

occupants, are rented to the public for compensation and caters primarily to the transient 

public interested in touring, vacation, business, or pleasure.  Said inn may provide a light 

breakfast for renting itinerants, but may not serve any food for compensation to those other 

than renting a room for the evening. 

 

Billboard or Outdoor Advertising:  A billboard shall mean any structure or portion thereof 

designed or intended to be used for posting, painting, or otherwise affixing any advertising 

sign that does not pertain to the premises or to the use of the premises on which the billboard 

is located or to goods and services rendered or activities conducted on such premises. 

 

Blind:  A temporary, uninhabitable structure constructed without regard to any building codes or 

requirements stipulated in this Ordinance and used for concealment when hunting. 

   

Block:  The property abutting one side of a street and lying between the two  nearest intersecting 

streets, or between one intersecting street and railroad right-of-way, unsubdivided acreage, 

river or live stream, or between any of the foregoing and any other barrier to the continuity of 

the development. 

 

Bluff Line:  The line that is the edge or crest of the elevated segment of the shoreline above the 

beach, which normally has a precipitous front inclining steeply on the lakeward side.  Where 

there is no precipitous front indicating the bluff line, the line of continuous perennial 

vegetation or the seawall may be considered the bluff line.  (See graphic on following page.) 

 

Boat:  Any type of watercraft or vessel used on or operated upon a lake or river. 

 

Buildable Area:  The area of a lot or parcel remaining after all of the minimum setbacks and 

open space requirements of this Ordinance have been considered and satisfied. 
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Building:  Any structure, either temporary or permanent, having a roof supported by columns or 

walls, and intended for the shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or property of 

any kind.  This shall include tents, awnings, or vehicles situated on private property and used 

for such purposes. 

 

Building Permit:  A permit issued by appropriate authority allowing the construction of a 

building or structure under a State-approved building code. 

 

Building, Height:  The vertical distance measured from the “average finished grade” (AFG) to 

the “highest point at the top of the building” (TOB). All Building Height measurements will 

be made from the AFG point. The AFG point will be established by, first measuring the 

shortest height distance between the finished grade and the highest point of the building, and 

second by measuring the longest height distance between the finished grade and the highest 

point of the building, and then divide the total combined distance by two (2) so as to 

calculate the average height distance between the finished grade and the TOB. The resulting 

measurement will be used as the “Building Height” to determine compliance with this 

Ordinance. Cupola’s with a height of less than 60” inches above the ridge line of any roof 

(weather vanes and/or lightning rods notwithstanding) and lateral side measurements of less 

than 48” inches per side shall be considered decorative items and the same shall be excluded 

from the measurements to determine building height. 

 

Business:  Any trade, occupation, profession, work, commerce or other activity owned or 

operated for profit. 

 

Cabin:  A small, one-story dwelling usually of simple construction and few amenities that is 

used for recreational purposes on a seasonal basis.  

 

Campground:  A plot of land on which two or more campsites are located, established or 

maintained for occupancy by the general public as temporary living quarters for vacation or 

recreation purposes.  Campgrounds must meet all other requirements of the State of 

Michigan and Iosco County in addition to this ordinance. 

 

Carnival:  An enterprise, frequently seasonal or temporary, devoted to amusement and 

entertainment to the public by providing amusement rides, devices or temporary structures in 

any number of combinations, whether or not associated with other structures or forms of 

public attraction. 

 

Certificate of Zoning Compliance:  A certificate issued by the Zoning Administrator to allow 

application for a building permit or occupancy of land or structure pursuant to this 

Ordinance. 

 

Clinic:  An establishment constructed to conform to all applicable local and state regulatory 

requirements and where human patients are admitted for examination and treatment by 

physician(s), dentist(s), or other health care worker(s), but where said patients are not lodged 

overnight. 
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Club:  An organization of persons for special purposes or promulgation of sports, agriculture, 

recreation, arts, science, literature, politics or the like, but not for profit. 

 

Cluster Housing: A number of individual single family residential dwellings, and/or housing 

units specifically designed to be grouped together on a single lot or parcel.  

 

Cluster Development: The process of planning and submitting site plans and obtaining permits 

so as to comply with this ordinance prior to construction of any cluster housing units. 

 

Common Use Lot or Parcel:  A lot or parcel used or intended for the use of multiple persons or 

parties who are not residents of the property; commonly meant to provide waterfront access 

for those who do not reside on the waterfront. Also referred to as a Keyhole. 

 

Condominium:  A form of ownership in which several parties own, administer and maintain 

common areas. 

 

Conservation Area: An undeveloped space set aside to preserve existing natural environments 

or to facilitate the restoration of natural environments. Non-destructive access is considered 

compatible with preservation or restoration. 

 

Convalescent or Nursing Home:  A home for the care of children, the aged, the infirm or a 

place of rest for those suffering bodily disorders, wherein three or more persons are cared for.  

This does not include group homes otherwise regulated by the State of Michigan through 

preemption of local zoning.  All such homes must also meet licensure requirements of the 

State of Michigan. 

 

Cottage(s):  A building used for seasonal residential purposes, but not necessarily weatherized 

or designed for year-round occupancy. 

 

Covenant:  A legal agreement between two or more people or entities regulating personal use of 

specified properties.  Covenants are not adopted by or enforced by the Township of 

Alabaster. 

 

Day Care Home: 

Family Day Care Home - a private home in which 1 but fewer than 7 minor children are 

provided care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours per day, unattended by a 

parent or legal guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, 

marriage, or adoption. Family day care home includes a home in which care is given to an 

unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year. A Family day care home 

is not subject to a special (land) use or conditional use permit or a procedure different from 

those required for other dwellings of similar density in the same zone.   

 

Group Day Care Home - a private home in which more than 6 but not more than 12 minor 

children are provided care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours per day 

unattended by a parent or guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family 

by blood, marriage, or adoption. Group day care home includes a home in which care is 
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given to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year. A Group day 

care home shall be required to obtain a special (land) use permit subject to certain 

requirements as stipulated in Article 9, under “Group Day Care Home” of this Ordinance. 

 

dB(A):  The sound pressure level in decibels measured on the "A" scale of a standard sound 

level meter having characteristics defined by the American National Standards Institute, 

Publication ANSI sl.4-1971. 

 

Decibel:  A unit used to express the magnitude of sound pressure and sound intensity. The 

difference in decibels between two sound pressures is twenty (20) times the common 

logarithm of their ratio. In sound pressure measurements, the sound pressure level of a given 

sound is defined to be 20 times the common logarithm of the ratio of that sound pressure to a 

reference pressure of 2 x 10-5 N/m2 (Newtons per square meter). As an example of the effect 

of this formula, a 3-decibel change in the sound pressure level corresponds to a doubling or 

halving of the sound intensity, and a 10-decibel change corresponds to a 10-fold increase in, 

or to a decrease to 1/10th of, the former intensity. 

 

Deck:  Flooring that is an open extension or attachment to a building or structure that is 

unenclosed and unroofed, and that projects out from the main wall of said building or 

structure and is used for outdoor activities associated with the principal building or structure 

to which it is attached.  Also seawalls, whose primary purpose is control of literal drift or 

lake action, are exempt. Flooring (decking) that is associated with a seawall falls under the 

provisions of this ordinance. 

 

Development:  Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 

limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation 

or drilling operations. 

 

Dish Antenna:  An earth-based station whose purpose is to receive communications or other 

signals from orbiting satellites or other extraterrestrial sources together with such other 

equipment related to such purpose.  Generally, such facility shall include the dish antenna, 

low-noise amplifier, coaxial cable, and mounting structure. 

 

District:  A portion of the unincorporated part of the Township within which certain regulations 

and requirements, or various combinations thereof, apply under the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

 

Docks or Piers:  A structure built out into the water to serve as a landing place for boats or water 

access for persons. 

 

Docked or Docking: The mooring of a boat directly to a pier or structure, including but not 

limited to a platform, hoist, or other permanent or seasonal fixture or structure extending 

from the shore or place in the water off the shore, and directly accessible to a water frontage; 

and shall also mean the regular anchoring of a boat adjacent to a water frontage; and shall 

also mean the placement or storage of a boat, temporarily or permanently, upon the shoreline 

or at the lake/river frontage of lot or parcel of land.  
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Docking Facilities:  A structure built to receive and service ships and boats. 

 

Drive:  A private road or pathway by which persons gain access to their property. 

 

Drive-In or Drive-Thru Structure:  A business establishment developed so that its retail or 

service character is dependent on providing a driveway approach to a pick-up window or 

parking space for motor vehicles so as to serve patrons while in the motor vehicle, or within a 

building on the same premises and to the same purpose as the drive-in or drive thru service.  

Drive-thru facilities of financial institutions are not subject to limitations on drive-thru 

facilities because of their lower frequency and intensity of business. 

 

Dwelling Unit:  A building, or a portion thereof, designed for occupancy by one (1) family for 

residential purposes and having cooking facilities.  All dwelling units shall have a foundation 

and shall be aesthetically compatible with their environment. 

 

Dwelling Types:  For the purpose of this Ordinance dwellings are separated into the following 

categories and herewith defined accordingly: 

 

A. Single family, mobile, modular, constructed or pre-manufactured dwelling - a 

detached, residential dwelling unit designed for and occupied by one family, having 

cooking facilities and used exclusively for residential use and meeting all local and state 

fire codes. 

 

B. Two-family dwelling - a detached residential building containing two dwelling units, 

each with a separate entrance, and designed for occupancy by not more than two families. 

These may also be known as duplexes. 

 

C. Multiple family dwelling - a residential building designed for and occupied by three or 

more families with the number of families in residence not exceeding the number of 

dwelling units provided. 

 

D. Efficiency apartment - a dwelling unit consisting of only one room, exclusive of 

bathroom, kitchen, hallway, closets, or dining alcove directly off that room. 

 

 

Earth (Berm) Homes:  A residential structure that is built into or protected with, or insulated 

by, earth on one or more sides. 

 

Easement:  A legal right held by one person or entity to use the property owned by another 

person or entity or a corridor or parcel dedicated to use by designated property-owners. 

 

Erected:  The word "erected" includes built, constructed, reconstructed, moved upon, or any 

physical operations on the premises required for building.  Excavations, fill, drainage and the 

like shall be considered part of erection. 
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Erosion Control Device(s):  Any structural or physical method used to control shoreland 

erosion processes.  Erosion control devices include, but are not limited to, structures such as 

groins, seawalls, revetments or beach walls, and may also include any type of beach 

nourishment by filling. 

 

Essential Services:  The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities or 

municipal departments or commissions of underground, surface, or overhead gas, electric, 

steam, or water transmission or distribution systems, collection, communication, supply or 

disposal systems, including mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, wires, cables, fire alarm 

boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, towers, poles, and other similar equipment, 

and accessories in connection therewith (reasonably necessary for adequate service by such 

public utilities or municipal departments or commissions or for the public health or safety or 

general welfare), but not including buildings, other than such buildings as are primarily 

enclosures or shelters of the above essential service equipment. 

 

Excavation:  Excavation is the removal of sand, stone, gravel, minerals or fill-dirt below the 

average grade of the surrounding land and/or road grade, whichever shall be highest.   

 

Extraction:  Extraction is the act of removing resources from the ground by physical effort. 

 

Exotic Animal: Any living animal that is not native to the State of Michigan. 

 

Family:  An individual or two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, living 

together as a housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, or a group of not more than four persons, 

who need not be related, living together as a single housekeeping unit. 

 

Farm:  A tract of land that is directly devoted to agricultural purposes for growing of cash crops, 

for greenhouses, for plant nurseries, orchards, aviaries, raising farm animals or farm fowl and 

being at least ten (10) acres in area.  Provided further, that greenhouses, nurseries, orchards, 

apiaries, chicken hatcheries, poultry farms and similar specialized agricultural enterprises 

may be considered as farms; but keeping or operating game, fish hatcheries, dog kennels, fur-

bearing animals, stock yards, slaughter houses, stone quarries, or commercial sand and gravel 

pits shall not be considered farms.  Nor shall fertilizer works, bone yards, or establishments 

for reduction of animal matter, or for the disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish, offal, or junk 

constitute a farm. 

 

Farm Animals:  Farm animals are those animals that are commonly used for utilitarian or 

productive purposes.  Such animals typically include beef cattle, dairy cattle, horses, ponies, 

goats, sheep, swine, donkeys, mules, oxen, rabbits, or any similar animal. 

 

Farm Fowl:  Farm fowl are defined as including chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, peacocks, and 

guinea hens, or any fowl to be raised for resale or to be sold for profit. 

 

Fence:  A structure built of customary fencing material of definite height, as measured from the 

ground, excluding posts and finials, and location to serve as an enclosure. Dense, obscuring 

planted hedges may also be defined as fences, as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 
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Fence, Obscuring:  A structure built of customary fencing material of definite height, as 

measured from the ground, excluding posts and finials, and location to serve as an obscuring 

screen. Dense, obscuring shrubbery may be considered an obscuring fence, as determined by 

the Zoning Administrator. 

 

Finished Grade: is the term used to describe the end result and permanent level of soil and 

earthen materials as it relates to the completion of any construction project permitted by and 

subject to this ordinance where the earth and soil are disturbed and/or redistributed to 

accommodate the construction of a building, foundation, access road, driveway, ditches, etc.  

 

Flood or Flooding:  A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 

normally dry land areas from either (1) the overflow of inland or tidal waters, or (2) the 

unusual and rapid accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source. 

 

Flood, Base:  Is a flood having a one-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given 

year, e.g., a flood sufficiently large to have a probability of occurring once every hundred 

years. 

 

Flood, Areas of "Harmful Increase:" An unnaturally high state on a river, stream, or lake 

which causes, or may cause damage to property, threat to life, personal injury, or damage to 

land or water resources. 

 

Flood Hazard Boundary Map:  An official map of a community, issued by the Federal 

Insurance Administration, where the boundaries of a flood hazard area zone have been 

designated as Zone A. 

 

Flood Plains:  Areas subject to periodic inundation by flood conditions with a 100-year 

probability.  

 

Floor Area, Gross:  The floor area of a residential dwelling unit is the sum of the horizontal 

living areas of each story of the building as measured from the exterior walls; exclusive of 

the basements, unfinished attics, attached garages, breezeways and enclosed and unenclosed 

porches. 

 

Floor Area, Useable  (For the purpose of computing parking requirements): All ground and 

non-ground floor area used for or intended to be used for, the sale of merchandise or services 

or for use to serve patrons, clients, or customers.  Such floor area, which is used or intended 

to be used principally for the storage or processing of merchandise, or for utilities, shall be 

excluded from this computation.  For the purpose of computing parking for those uses not 

enclosed within a building, the area used for the sale of merchandise, display of merchandise, 

and/or area used to serve patrons or clients shall be measured to determine necessary parking 

spaces. 

 

Funneling: See Keyhole or Common Use Lot. 
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Garage, Auto Repair:  See Auto Repair Garage. 

 

Garage, Community:  Any premises used for the storage for the residents of dwelling units on 

the same or adjacent block or blocks, and providing only incidental services to such vehicles 

as stored therein. 

 

Garage, Private: An accessory building or an accessory portion of a principal building designed 

or used solely for the storage of non-commercial motor vehicles larger than pick-up trucks or 

vans, boats or other watercraft, house trailers, and similar vehicles owned and used by the 

occupants of the building to which it is an accessory use. 

 

Garage, Storage:  Any premises except those therein defined as private garage used exclusively 

for the storage of self-propelled vehicles and boats, but not a place where such vehicles are 

repaired. 

 

Gasoline Service Station:  A place for the dispensing, sale or offering for sale of motor fuels 

directly to users of motor vehicles, together with the sale of minor accessories and the routine 

servicing, and minor repair of automobiles. 

 

Grade:  The surface of the ground contacting any portion of the basement or foundation of a 

dwelling. Also, see finished grade. 

 

Greenbelt:  A strip of land of definite width and location reserved for the planting of shrubs 

and/or trees to serve as an obscuring screen, buffer strip, or decorative treatment in carrying 

out the requirements of the Ordinance. 

 

Hazardous Substances:  Chemicals as defined by the Michigan Departments of Public Health, 

Labor, Natural Resources and other state and federal regulatory agencies; flammable and 

combustible liquids as defined by the Michigan Department of State Police; other  hazardous 

substances as defined by state or federal agencies, including hazardous waste and polluting 

materials. 

 

Heliport:  Any area regularly used for the landing, storage, repair or take-off of a helicopter to 

be used for transportation of persons or goods. 

 

High-Risk Erosion Area:  An area of shoreline that is determined by the Department of Natural 

Resources on the basis of studies and surveys to be subject to erosion and that is designated 

as such pursuant to the Shorelands Protection and Management Act, being Act 245 of 1970, 

as amended. 

 

Home Occupation:  An occupation or profession customarily carried on by an occupant of a 

dwelling unit as a secondary use, which is clearly subservient to the use of the dwelling for 

residential purposes.  (Note: restrictions on home occupation uses are included in Article 3, 

General Requirements, under Home Occupations.) 
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Junk:  Any discarded or scrapped property or material, including any property or material that 

may or may not be salvaged for reuse, resale, reduction or similar disposition, or which is 

processed, transported, accumulated, dismantled, or sorted for any such reason.  The term 

shall include used and salvaged metals, paper, glass, rubber, rope, machinery, or any motor 

vehicle, that is intended for dismantling or salvaging.  One or more vehicles that are 

inoperative or unlicensed for four (4) months shall be construed as junk.  

 

Junk Yard:  Any open area where waste, used, or second-hand materials are bought and sold, 

exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled or handled, including, but not limited to, 

scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, and bottles.  A "junk yard" includes 

automobile wrecking yards and includes any area of more than two hundred (200) square feet 

for storage, keeping, or abandonment of junk, but does not include such uses established 

entirely within enclosed buildings. 

 

Kennel, Private or Commercial:  Any lot or premises on which three (3) or more dogs, cats, or 

other domestic pets are either permanently or temporarily boarded for compensation. 

 

Keyhole:  A lot or parcel, including water frontage owned by a person or persons, that provides 

or is intended to provide common use access to a lake or river to: non-owners of the common 

use lot, multiple owners of common use lot, owners or occupants of non-riparian lots or 

parcels, owners or occupants of more than one dwelling unit, the public, or members of an 

association. Also referred to as a Common Use Lot. 

 

Laboratory:  A facility devoted to research, experimentation, basic studies and application 

studies, including but not limited to, designing, testing, analyzing and prototype 

manufacturing of products, but not including production manufacturing.  

   

Lake:  A body of water, either manmade or natural, surrounded by land and being five (5) acres 

or more in area.  Bodies of water less than 5 acres are ponds. 

 

Land Use Permit:  A document issued by the Alabaster Township Zoning Administrator 

certifying that an individual is operating in accord with the zoning ordinance and permitting 

them to proceed with securing a building permit consistent with documentation on the land 

use permit 

. 

Landfill:  A parcel of land designated by a Special Land Use Permit for the sole purpose of 

disposing of solid waste by burying it beneath a shallow layer of earth. 

 

Legal Description: A description of any parcel or lot consisting of those legal terms and phrases 

developed specifically for, and accepted by, and commonly used by the land surveying 

industry. Provided, however, such descriptions must also be in a form that can be recognized 

and enforced in and by any court of law having jurisdiction over matters of land ownership, 

and property boundary line disputes. 

 

Livestock: Farm animals and farm fowl; see definitions of them. 
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Loading Space:  An off-street space on the same lot with a building or group of buildings and 

used for temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading or unloading merchandise, 

materials, or passengers. 

 

Lot:  Is a parcel of land registered in the Office of Register of Deeds for Iosco County and 

occupied, or that could be occupied, by a main building or a group of such buildings and 

accessory buildings, or utilized for the principal use and uses accessory thereto, together with 

such open spaces as are required under the provisions of this Ordinance.  A lot normally shall 

have its frontage located upon a public right-of-way or thoroughfare.  In the event that a 

parcel does not front on a road right-of-way, it shall meet all minimum lot requirements as if 

it were fronting on the road and shall have a minimum thirty feet (30') wide frontage on a 

road right-of-way for access through fee simple ownership, easement or long-term (40 years 

or more) leases on a fronting lot.  Contiguous lots under common ownership may be 

considered a single parcel, providing they are not thereafter split or arranged to any 

additional size of lot not conforming to this ordinance. Unless otherwise noted, Lot and 

Parcel are used synonymously in this Ordinance. 

 

Lot, Corner:  A lot where the interior angle of two adjacent sides at the intersection of two 

streets is less than one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees.  or a lot abutting upon a curved 

street or streets considered a corner lot for the purposes of this ordinance if the arc is a radius 

of less than one hundred fifty feet (150') and the tangents to the curve, at the two points 

where the lot lines meet the curve or the straight street line extended, form an interior angle 

of less than one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees. 

 

Lot Coverage:  The part or percent of the lot occupied by buildings, including accessory buildings, 

hard surface drives and other similar impervious surfaces. 

 

Lot Depth:  The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines, measured along the median 

between the side lot lines.  The front lot line shall be measured from the road right-of-way to 

determine depth and area. 

 

Lot, Double Frontage (through-lot):  Is any interior lot having frontage on two more or less 

parallel streets as distinguished from a corner lot.  In the case of a row of double frontage lots, 

all sides of said lots adjacent to streets shall be considered frontage, and front yards shall be 

provided as required. 

 

Lot, Interior:  Any lot other than a corner lot. 

 

Lot Lines:  The lines bounding a lot as defined herein are defined as: 

 

A. Front lot line:  In the case of an interior lot, the line separating said lot from the street or 

road right-of-way.  In the case of a corner lot, the front lot line is that line separating said 

lot from the right-of-way designated as the front street in the plat or in the application for 

a building or zoning permit.   In the case of a double frontage lot, both lot lines abutting 

on streets shall be treated as front lot lines.  In the case of a lot with a designated 30' 
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access right-of-way, the front lot line shall be that lot line which is, or is most nearly, 

parallel to the street or road right-of-way from which the access right-of-way originates. 

 

B. Rear lot line:  The lot line opposite the front lot line.  In the case of a lot pointed at the 

rear, the rear lot line shall be an imaginary line parallel to the front lot line, not less than 

ten feet (10') long lying farthest from the front lot line and wholly within the lot. 

 

C. Side lot line:  Any lot lines other than the front lot line or the rear lot line shall be side lot 

lines.  A side lot line separating a lot from a street is a side street lot line.  A side lot line 

separating a lot from another lot or lots is an interior lot line. 

 

Lot of Record: A plot of land, the dimensions of which are clearly defined by a legal description 

that has been properly filed and recorded along with proper maps and drawings, as may be 

required, in the Office of the Iosco County Register of Deeds. 

 

Lot Width:  The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at the two points where the 

front setback line intersects the side lot lines. See drawing on following page. 

 

Marina:  A boat basin or commercial business offering dockage and other service for small 

watercraft. 

 

Marine Terminal:  A structure or facility constructed in a harbor or lakeside for the purpose of 

loading or unloading commercial shipping vessels 

 

Massage Parlor: An establishment wherein a substantial or significant portion of its business 

involves the administration of non-therapeutic massage, erotic touching or fondling, including 

but not limited to, fondling of or touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or breasts. A 

massage parlor does not include medical or therapeutic massage business, such as state licensed 

chiropractors and physical therapists or other state licensed, medically related practitioners. All 

practitioners employed by such businesses must be licensed.   

 

Master Plan: A comprehensive development plan, and any amendment to such plan or parts 

thereof, that presents the intended development of Alabaster Township in the form of a 

written document and a Future Land-Use Map. Said plan has been formally adopted by the 

Township after public input and public hearing. The Plan may or may not show current or 

planned specific details, such as the general location for streets, parks, schools, public 

buildings, and physical development of the community. 

 

MDNR: Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

 

MDOT: Michigan Department of Transportation. 

 

MDEQ: Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 
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Township of Alabaster 
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Mobile Home:  A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent 

chassis and designed to be used with a permanent foundation when connected to the required 

utilities.  It does not include recreational vehicles or travel trailers.  See also the definition for 

Dwelling. 

 

Modular Housing:  A dwelling constructed off-site and made of one or more major, semi-finished 

building components that conform to the Michigan State Construction Code and regulations 

thereto, pursuant to Act 230 of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended. 

 

Motel:  A series of attached, semi-detached or detached rental units containing bedroom, bathroom, 

and closet space.  Units shall provide overnight lodging and are offered to the public for 

compensation and shall cater primarily to the traveling public with motor vehicles as a facility 

for overnight residence. 

 

Moveable Structure, Easily:  An accessory structure that is smaller than two hundred twenty-five 

(225) square feet, is not built on a slab, does not have a permanent foundation, and is easily 

removable. 

 

Moveable Structure, Readily:  A small permanent structure (greater than two hundred twenty-five 

square feet and less than three thousand five hundred square feet) that is designed, sited, and 

constructed to accomplish relocation at a reasonable cost relative to other structures of the same 

size and construction.  Access to and from the site shall be of sufficient width and acceptable 

grade to permit the structure to be relocated.  New construction and installations shall meet the 

following criteria to be considered readily moveable structures: 

 

A. The buildings shall be on pilings, a basement, or crawl space.  Except as noted below, a 

slab-on-grade foundation does not meet this criterion. 

 

B. Above-grade walls shall be stud wall construction.  Above-grade walls that are constructed 

of masonry, including stonewalls, concrete poured or concrete block walls, and brick veneer 

walls do not meet this criterion. 

 

Existing permanent structures shall be considered readily moveable structures if the cost of 

relocation landward of the required setback distance is not more than 25% of the replacement 

cost of the structure (including any added cost of land) or if the existing structure meets the 

criteria for new construction in this subdivision.  A 1- or 2-car garage that is bolted to a slab 

foundation, which does not have living space within or above the structure, and which does not 

have plumbing or interior walls shall be considered a readily moveable structure if it meets the 

remainder of the requirements specified in this subdivision.  Septic systems, tile fields, or other 

waste-handling facilities are not readily moveable structures. 

 

Multiple Family Residential:  A district or lot that allows for the development of Multiple Family 

Dwelling(s), single story and/or multi-story (high-rise) condominiums or apartments in 

accordance with the restrictions and requirements contained in this Ordinance. 
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New Construction:  Structures for which the "start date of construction" commenced on or after the 

effective date of this Ordinance. 

 

Nonconforming Lot or Parcel:  Any parcel or lot-of-record that does not conform to existing 

zoning standards for lot width, depth or area; number of permitted structures; or one that has 

dimensions insufficient to meet setback requirements for a permanent structure.  

 

Nonconforming Structure:  A permanent structure that does not conform to existing construction 

standards or zoning requirements. 

 

Nonconforming Use:  A use, which lawfully occupied a building at the effective date of this 

Ordinance, or amendments thereto, that does not conform to the use regulations of the district in 

which it is located. 

 

Non-profit Organization (Institution): A religious, charitable, public or equivalent organization, 

as recognized by the U. S. Internal Revenue Service as such and as tax-exempt. 

 

Nuisance:  See the section in Article 3 for nuisances, such as visual distractions, noise and 

vibration, odor and gaseous discharges, light and glare control, and waste and rubbish dumping. 

 

Nursery School:  A facility for teaching or day care of children under age six as either a non-profit 

or profit service except for a family day care home licensed or registered by the State of 

Michigan. 

 

Occupied:  Includes the intent, design, or arrangement of a site, structure or building for occupancy. 

 

Official: A government employee accountable in the subject and/or geographical area in which 

he/she is making recommendations, issuing orders or commenting. 

 

Off-Street Parking:  A facility or lot providing vehicular parking spaces along with adequate 

drives and aisles for maneuvering, so as to provide access for entrance and exit for the parking 

of automobiles. 

 

Opaque: Not pervious to light. 

 

Open-Air Business Uses:  Businesses not conducted within a wholly enclosed building.  Open-air 

businesses may include the following: 

 

A. Bicycle, trailer, motor vehicle, boats or home equipment sale or rental. 

 

B. Outdoor display and sale of garages, swimming pools and similar uses. 

 

C. Retail sale of trees, fruit, vegetables, shrubbery, plants, seeds, topsoil, humus, fertilizer, 

trellis, lawn furniture, playground equipment, and other home garden supplies and landscape 

equipment. 
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D. Tennis courts, archery courts, shuffleboard, horseshoe courts, miniature golf, golf driving-

range, child's amusement park or similar recreation uses. 

 

Open Front Store:  A business establishment designed and developed so that service to the patron 

may be extended beyond the walls of the structure, not requiring the patron to enter said 

structure. 

 

Open Space: Any unoccupied space open to the sky on the same lot with a building.  

 

Open Space Residential:  A district or lot of specific size that allows for the development of 

single-family dwellings, as well as clustered single-family developments, that require a certain 

amount of open space and may or may not require Special Land Use Permit(s). 

 

Ordinary High-Water Mark:  The line between upland and bottomland that persists through 

successive changes in water levels, below which the presence and action of the water is so 

common or recurrent that the character of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is 

apparent in the soil itself and in the configuration of the surface of the soil and vegetation.  

Consistent with the Great Lakes Submerged Lands Act, Public Act of 247 of 1955, as amended, 

the ordinary high-water mark shall be deemed to be the elevation established by the 

International Great Lakes Datum of 1955 for Lakes Michigan and Huron 580.5 feet.  (See 

graphic on following page) 

 

Parcel:  Synonymous with Lot. 

 

Parking Space:  An area of definite length and width, exclusive of drives, driveways, aisles, or 

entrances giving access thereto, and fully accessible for the storage or parking of permitted 

motor vehicles. (See Article 7 for size requirements.) 

 

Permanent Foundation:  A foundation for a structure that includes all frost-free foundations as 

regulated by the building code, as well as concrete block, poured concrete, and slabs or other 

materials used to support the walls of a building, even if they do not extend below the frost-free 

line. 

 

Permanent Structure:  Any one (1) of the following structures that is erected, installed, or moved 

on a parcel of property: residential building; business (commercial) building; industrial 

(manufacturing) building; institutional building; mobile home; accessory and related buildings; 

septic systems, tile fields and other waste handling facilities; and any structure with solid walls. 

 

A permanent structure shall be considered small if it has a foundation size of three thousand five 

hundred (3,500) square feet or less and less than five (5) individual living units.  All other 

permanent structures shall be considered large.  The term does not include recreational vehicles 

or travel trailers.  The term also does not include accessory structures that have less than two 

hundred and twenty five (225) square feet that are used for picnicking or storing of recreational 

or lawn equipment and that are constructed in a manner that facilitates easy removal.  Such an 

accessory structure shall not have a permanent foundation and shall not be used as a residential 

facility. 
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Pet: A domesticated animal kept for amusement and/or companionship rather than for utilitarian or 

productive purposes.  Animals shall be considered pets only if they are commonly considered as 

such, including cats, dogs, rabbits, and similar animals that can be demonstrated as having  

characteristics, temperament, and domestic qualities of animals commonly considered to be 

pets.  (See Article 3, section on Pets, for limitations.) 

 

Planned Unit Development: An area of minimum contiguous size, as specified by ordinance, to be 

planned and developed as a single entity containing one or more residential clusters or planned 

unit residential developments and one or more public, quasi-public, commercial or industrial 

areas in such ranges of ratios of nonresidential uses to residential uses as shall be specified. (See 

Article 6, Open Space Residential.) 

 

Pond: An artificially or naturally confined body of water less than five (5) acres in area (smaller 

than a lake), excluding swimming pools. 

 

Porch, Enclosed:  A covered entrance to a building or structure which is totally enclosed and 

projects from the main wall of the said building or structure and has a separate roof or an 

integral roof with the principal building or structure to which it is attached.  An enclosed 

porch is not weatherized or connected to the heating or utility systems of the primary 

building. 

 

Porch, Open:  An open extension or attachment to a building or structure which is unenclosed 

except for columns supporting a roof, either integrated with the principal roof or has a separate 

roof, and which projects out from the main wall of said building or structure and is used for 

outdoor activities associated with the principal building or structure to which it is attached.  

 

Pornographic:  The visual, written or oral depiction of specific anatomical areas or specific sexual 

activities (see definitions of these below). 

 

Portable Building or Structure:  The method of building that allows for the movement of a 

structure or building from one location to another. 

 

Principal Structure:  The main building or structure on a lot or parcel and serving the use for 

which the parcel is primarily designated, including but not limited to, residential, business 

(commercial), manufacturing (industrial), institutional structures and mobile homes.  In the 

high-risk erosion areas described in this Ordinance, principal structures also includes septic 

systems, tile fields, any on-site waste handling facility, garages and any other building designed 

and intended for permanent use. 

 

Property Lines: The boundary line of any lot or parcel of land where the deeded ownership 

stops and adjoins the boundary of another. 

 

Public Service:  Public service facilities within the context of this Ordinance shall include such 

uses and services as voting booths, township offices, pumping stations, fire halls, police  
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stations, and temporary quarters for welfare agencies, public health activities, and similar uses, 

including essential services. 

 

Public Utility:  Any person, firm, or corporation, municipal department, board, or commission duly 

authorized by law to furnish, under federal, state, or local regulations, gas, steam, electricity, 

sewage disposal, water supply, communications, telegraph, or transportation. 

 

Recession Rates:  A quantitative measure of the landward movement of the zone of active erosion, 

determined on the basis of the shoreland erosion studies conducted under Public Act 245 of 

1970, as amended, and expressed in terms of an annual average rate. 

 

Recreation, Public:  Any recreational space or structure owned by the public or any space and 

structure or combination thereof, privately owned, and publicly used, consisting primarily of the 

utilization of natural physical features as the basis for said use and such structures and apparatus 

being secondary to the primary outdoor use. 

 

Recreation Vehicle:  See Travel Trailer/Recreation Vehicle. 

 

Refuse Facility:  Sites at which containers or structures, usually metal, are located for the collection 

and/or processing of solid waste. 

 

Religious Land Use:  Churches, synagogues, temples, mosques or other buildings used for 

worship, as recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as tax exempt for that purpose; also 

associated buildings used for religious meetings, instruction or fellowship. 

 

Rental Unit:  Any building, dwelling unit (excluding motels), shelter, temporary or otherwise, and 

including mobile homes and modular housing, occupied from time to time by persons other than 

the owner(s), resulting in financial gain and/or other goods and services accruing to the owner’s 

benefit. 

   

Required Setback Distance:  The least distance a permanent structure can be constructed from the 

bluff line or property/right-of-way line without a special exception. 

 

Required Yard:  The area between the property boundary or right-of-way and the setback line. 

 

Residential:  Pertaining to areas where people live and reside on a regular basis. 

 

Riparian Rights:  The rights of those who own lake or river waterfront property to use that 

waterfront.  

 

Roadside Stand:  A structure, erected on a farm, adjacent to a public road for the sale of products 

produced chiefly on the farm, provided such use shall be seasonal (open four consecutive 

months or less) and is constructed and operated according to other provisions of this Ordinance. 
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Rooming House/Tourist Home:  A building or part thereof, other than a motel or bread and 

breakfast inn, where sleeping accommodations are provided for hire and where meals may be 

regularly furnished. 

 

 

Seawall: A type of erosion control device whose primary purpose is to control literal drift or lake 

action.  Such structures are controlled by Federal and State regulations and are exempt from this 

ordinance.  Flooring (decking) associated with a seawall falls under the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

 

Self-Storage Facilities:  Free-standing, commercial structures intended for additional storage needs 

for businesses, dwellings and other principal uses, but which storage is rented at an off-site 

location on a self-service basis. 

 

Separate Ownership:  Ownership of a parcel or property wherein the owner does not own the 

adjoining vacant property.  Owner of a property may include dual or multiple ownership by a 

partnership, corporation or other group, provided that the owner of any number of contiguous 

lots of record may be considered as a single lot of record for the purpose of this Ordinance as 

the owner(s) so elects, and in such case the outside perimeter of said group of lots shall 

constitute the front, rear and side lot lines thereof. 

 

Service Establishment, Business:  An establishment operated to serve the needs of businesses in a 

community, including as examples: printing, office products, consulting services, accounting, 

banking and similar uses. 

 

Service Establishment, Personal:  An establishment operated to serve consumers for personal 

services, including hair styling, grooming, laundry and similar uses. 

 

Service Station:  See Gasoline Service Station. 

 

Setback Lines:  The line established by using the existing adjacent lines to determine the front, 

side, or rear yard open space provisions of this Ordinance. A front setback is measured from the 

edge of the right of way of any abutting roadway. A rear setback is measures from the rear 

property line. A side setback is measured from any other abutting property line. Corner lots shall 

require two front setbacks but only one rear setback. In the case of lake or river front property 

and high-risk erosion areas, it is the line that is the required setback distance landward of the 

bluff line that is the lakeside or riverside limit for construction of permanent structures without a 

special exception. Also see Front Lot Line, Rear Lot Line, Side Lot Line, Nonconforming Lot or 

Parcel and Property Lines. 

 

Shed:  An accessory structure as an addition to a principal structure or other accessory structure, 

without a permanent foundation or attachment, without access to the principal structure, and 

used for storage purposes only. 

 

Shore Protection Structure:  Any structural or physical method used to control shoreland erosion 

processes.  Shore protection structures include, but are not limited to, structures such as 
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seawalls, revetments or bulkheads, and may also include any type of beach nourishment by 

filling. 

 

Shoreland:  That land, water, and land beneath the water that is in close proximity of the shoreline 

of Lake Huron. 

 

Shoreline:  That area of the shorelands where land and water meet. 

 

Signs:  Any words, numerals, figures, devices, designs, or other trademarks by which anything is 

made known (other than billboards, defined separately herein), such as are used to show an 

individual, firm, profession, or business, and are visible to the general public.  Accessory signs 

pertain to uses or activities conducted on the premises where located. 

 

Soil Removal:  The removal of any soil or earth matter, including topsoil, sand, gravel, clay, rock 

or similar materials to a depth not greater than twelve inches, except for common household 

gardening and routine farming operations. Also see Excavation and Extraction. 

 

Solar Panel:  A device designed to convert solar radiation into useable thermal, mechanical or 

electrical energy. 

 

Spa:  An establishment wherein a substantial or significant portion of its business involves the 

provision of individual and/or group bathing which may/or may not include steam rooms and/or 

the administration of non therapeutic massage, erotic touching or fondling, including but not 

limited to fondling or touching of human genital, pubic region, buttock or breast. 

 

Special Land Use:  The term applied to a use, which may be permitted by the application for and 

issuance of a Special Land Use Permit by the zoning board/planning commission.  Specified 

procedures and requirements pursuant to state law, as outlined in Article 9, Special Land Use 

Permits, must be complied with prior to issuance of said permit.  A Special Land Use Permit 

may be issued only for those uses specifically cited in this Ordinance or as interpreted by the 

Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

Specified Anatomical Area. (1) Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic 

region, buttock, and female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola. (2) 

Human genitals in a discernable turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered. 

 

Specified sexual activities. (1) Human genitals in a state of stimulation or arousal. (2) Acts of 

human or animal masturbation, sexual intercourse (homosexual or heterosexual), or sodomy. (3) 

Fondling of, or erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female breast. (4) 

Bestiality. (5) Fellatio and cunnilingus. (6) Human excretory functions.  

 

State Equalized Valuation:  The value shown on the township and county assessment roll as 

equalized through the process of state and county equalization. 

 

State Licensed Residential Facility:  A structure constructed for residential purposes that is 

licensed by the State pursuant to Act 287 of 1972, as amended, which provides for residential 
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services for six or less persons under 24-hour supervision or care for persons in need of same, 

and being defined as a single family dwelling for the purposes of this ordinance without further 

control by the township. 

 

Street or Road:  A public, dedicated right-of-way, that affords access to abutting property or 

provides for circulation of vehicular traffic. 

 

Structure:  A walled and roofed building or other fabricated, constructed or erected object that 

requires fixation or placement in or on the ground or to another structure that is affixed or 

placed in or on the ground. This also includes mobile homes, septic fields and other items under 

Principal Structures, but excludes decorative items placed in/on the ground and non-building, 

utilitarian items commonly found in a yard and that are portable by hand. All structures must 

meet setback requirements. 

 

Subdivision:  The partitioning or dividing of a parcel or tract of land so as to create an altered legal 

description, describing two or more smaller tracts of land separate from the first. All such 

subdivision activity shall be subject to each and every provision of any applicable Township 

Ordinance that pertains to such subdivision, and must first address and satisfy all prerequisites 

and minimum requirements so established, prior to filing any such altered legal description with 

the Iosco County Register of Deeds. 

 

Substandard Lot or Parcel:  See Nonconforming Lot or Parcel. 

 

Substantial Improvement:  Any repair, reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the cost of 

which equals or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the market value of the structure either (1) 

before the improvement or repair is started, or (2) if the structure has been damaged and is being 

restored, before the damage occurred.  For the purposes of this definition "substantial 

improvement” is considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall, building, floor or 

other structural part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the 

external dimensions of the structure.  The term does not, however, include either (1) any project 

for improvement of a structure to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary or safety 

code specifications, or (2) any alteration of a structure listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places or a State Inventory of Historic Places. 

 

Temporary Building or Use:  A structure or use permitted by the Zoning Board of Appeals to exist 

for a defined period of time, such as for construction of a main building or use for special 

events. 

 

Tent:  A temporary shelter, usually for overnight occupancy, of canvas, nylon or other material 

supported by poles and fastened by cords or pegs driven into the ground and shall not include 

those types of tents used solely for children's daytime recreational purposes. 

 

Thoroughfares:  A system of functional classifications of high traffic volume streets according to 

the character of transportation service they provide.  The basic categories are: 
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A. Major arterial:  An arterial street that is intended to serve as a large volume traffic-way for 

both the immediate community area and the region beyond and that may be designated as a 

major thoroughfare, state highway, parkway, freeway, expressway, or equivalent term. 

 

B. Secondary arterial:  An arterial street that is intended to serve as a traffic-way serving 

primarily the immediate community area and serving to connect with major thoroughfares. 

 

C. Collector:  A lower volume street that is designed to collect traffic from local streets and to 

carry such traffic to major or secondary arterial thoroughfares. 

 

Toilet, Outdoor:  An outdoor sanitary facility accepting human waste that is designed, constructed 

and operated in conformance with state and local public health and sanitation codes. 

 

Toilet, Temporary:  A portable sanitary facility accepting human waste that is operated for 

temporary purposes, such as at public events, construction sites and similar purposes that are 

operated in conformance with state and local public health and sanitation codes. 

 

Tourist Home:  See definition for Bed and Breakfast Inn. 

 

Townhouse:  Two or more single-family dwelling units contained in one structure and connected 

by a common wall.  Also, a single dwelling unit within such a structure. 

 

Travel Trailer/Recreational Vehicle:  A towable unit or self-propelled motor vehicle designed and 

used as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping or travel purposes, or any vehicle or 

trailerable apparatus intended for providing recreation, such as a boat, snowmobile, or all-terrain 

vehicle. 

 

Use:  The purpose for which land or building is designed, arranged, or intended to be used, or for 

which land or building is or may be occupied. 

 

Use, Accessory:  See definition of Accessory. 

 

Variance:  See Zoning Variance. 

 

Water Frontage or Water Front:  That portion of a lot or parcel of land of record, as 

documented by an instrument duly recorded with the Iosco County Register of Deeds, that 

abuts or intersects with the normal high water mark of a lake, whether the lot or parcel is 

owned by one or more persons, or commonly owned by several persons, or combination of 

persons. The water rights of waterfront lot and parcels are referred to as "Riparian rights". 

 

Well Head:  The surface structure of a well, which may or may not include a cap, pumping 

apparatus or similar device. 

 

Well Head Protection Plan:  A specific plan created to identify and describe in detail the efforts 

and procedures required, as determined by a Well Head Protection Study, so as to protect 

against surface pollution infiltrating the intake area for the well’s water source. 
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Well Head Protection Study: A written conclusion developed by a study conducted by a qualified 

person(s) having knowledge in this field to determine the vertical and horizontal hydraulic 

conductivity of all surface material down to the intake stratum of a well and to determine the 

flow rates and direction of subsurface fluid movement.  

 

Wind-Powered Generator:  A device mounted on a permanent structure, which is used to provide 

direct power to such devices as pumps and wheels or for the creation of electrical or other forms 

of energy for consumption and use; such devices are frequently described as windmills. 

 

Yards:  The open spaces on the same lot with a main building or main use, unoccupied and 

unobstructed from the ground upward except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance and as 

defined herein: 

 

A. Front yard:  An open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the 

minimum horizontal distance between front lot line and nearest line of the main building.  

As further defined in D. and E. below, the front yard is that yard facing the water for a 

waterfront lot. 

 

B. Rear yard:  An open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the 

minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and nearest line of the main building.  

Accessory buildings are permitted in this yard subject to other regulations regarding 

accessory buildings. 

 

C. Side yard:  An open space between a main building and side lot line, extending from the 

front yard to the rear yard, the width of which is the horizontal distance from the nearest 

point of the side lot line to the nearest point of the main building.  Accessory buildings are 

permitted in this yard subject to other regulations regarding accessory buildings. 

 

D. Waterfront yard:  The open, unoccupied space situated between the structure and the water 

on a lot located on a lake, pond, river or stream. 

 

E. Water-lot rear yard:  The open unoccupied space situated between the access structure and 

the access road on a lot located on a lake, pond, river or stream. 

 

Zoning Administrator:  The Zoning Administrator is the official charged with administering this 

Ordinance.  The Zoning Administrator is appointed by the Township Board of Trustees with the 

advice of the Planning Commission.  The Zoning Administrator may be compensated at a rate 

or amount determined by the Township Board of Trustees. 

 

Zone of Active Erosion:  The area of the shoreland where the disturbance or loss of soil and 

substrate has occurred with sufficient frequency to cause unstable slopes or prevent vegetation 

from growing in the area. 

 

Zoning District:  A portion of the township within which, on a uniform basis, certain uses of land 

and building are permitted and within which certain yards, open spaces, lot areas, and other 
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requirements are established by this Ordinance.  The land area covered by each of the zoning 

districts is defined on a zoning map, which is an integral part of this Ordinance. 

 

Zoning Variance:  A modification of the literal provisions of this Zoning Ordinance, granted by the 

Zoning Board of Appeals when strict enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance would cause undue 

hardship owing to circumstances unique to the specific parcel of property on which the 

variance is granted.  Variances may only be permitted by the Zoning Board of Appeals pursuant 

to an application for a variance and pursuant to the requirements and limits in Article 10, 

Administration, of this Ordinance.  

 

 


